
New England Region of the American Music Therapy Association 
Uniting in Diversity:  

Bringing Together the Individuals of The Music Therapy Community 
April 19th – 21st 2018 

 
THE FOLLOWING IS A PRELMINARY PROGRAM FOR THE 2018 NER-AMTA CONFERENCE 

ROOMS AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 

Pre-Conference CMTE Monday April 16th – Thursday April 20th 

25 CMTE credits 
Music and Imagery for Wellness: Training in Resource-Oriented Music and Imagery  CHAPMAN 
Lisa Summer, Sally McKnight Harrison, Mary-Carla MacDonald, Christine Routhier 
 

Thursday, April 19th, 2018 
11:00 am – 2:00 pm  Registration Open      BILL HAHN ROOM  
  
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm   CMTE Course A (3 CMTE Credits)    EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 

Advanced Training in Music Therapy and Dementia 
Suzanne B. Hanser, EdD, MT-BC; Melissa Mercadal-Brotons, PhD, MT-BC, SMTAE 

 
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm CMTE Course B (5 CMTE Credits)    FENWICK  
 Keeping In Time With The Groove 

Nir Sadovnik, MA, MT-BC, LCAT. Ariel Weissberger, MA, MT-BC, LCAT 
 
1:00 pm – 6:00 pm CMTE Course C (5 CMTE Credits)    THE STANNARD 
 Lessons for Everyone from Hospice Music Therapy 

Lisa Kynvi, MA, MT-BC, LMHC 
 
The above CMTE courses, which are part of, Uniting in Diversity: Bringing Together the Individuals of The Music Therapy Community, the 2018 
conference of the New England Region of the American Music Therapy Association is approved by the Certification Board for Music Therapists 
(CBMT) for 3-5 Continuing Music Therapy Education credits. The AMTA-New England Region P-063 maintains responsibility for program quality 
and adherence to CBMT policies and criteria.  There are no prerequisites required for any of these CMTE courses. 
 

6:15 pm – 6:45 pm     Opening Song Circle           THE BEACH 

Friday, April 20th 
7:00 am – 11:30 am Registration Open        BILL HAHN ROOM 
 
8:30 am – 9:45 am Concurrent Sessions 

• Veterans  & Stress Management: Pilot Program     SALON A 

• Courageous Conversations: Navigating from Dispute to Resolution  SALON B 

• Leadership & You: What’s Your Wheelhouse?     SALON C 

• Functional Flexibility:        THE STANNARD 
Improvisation-based Relational & Clinical Music Workshops for  
Students and Supervisors     

• Welcome Local High School Students!      EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 
 

10:00 am – 11:15 am Plenary Session 
• Music Got Me Here        SALONS A & B 

 

11:15 am – 12:00 pm Research Poster Session and Internship Fair   STANNARD  
 

12:00 pm – 2:00 pm Business Luncheon      THE ROYAL BALLROOM  



 

Friday, April 20th (Continued) 
2:15 pm – 3:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 

• Using Technology as an Accompanying Instrument in Music Therapy  SALON A  

• Stronger Together:        SALON B 

Music Therapy and Child Life in a Pediatric Medical Setting    

• Professional Advocacy         SALON C 

• The Roots and Rhythm of the Heart:       STANNARD 

An Integration of Sound, Image, and Story   

• Therapeutic Use of the Harp; Basic Technique and Improvisation  EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 

3:45 pm – 5:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 
• The Story of the Me2 Orchestra: Building a “Stigma Free Zone” with Music  SALON A 

• Incorporating Social Interaction in Sessions     SALON B 

• Keep It In Mind: A Dementia Primer      SALON C  
• Meandering in Myxolidian:       EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 

Exploring Clinical Improvisation Through One Mode   

• A Preventive Model of Music Therapy for Children     STANNARD 
in Limited Resource Communities    
 

5:15pm – 6:30pm TOWN HALL MEETING: Masters Level Entry   SALONS A & B  
  
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm NERAMTAS Meeting   STANNARD 
 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm LGBTQAI+ and Ally Reception Hosted by Team Rainbow EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 
 
9:00 pm – 11:00 pm Cabaret       ROYAL BALLROOM   

Saturday, April 21st 

 
7:30 am – 9:30 am Registration       THE WESTBROOK FOYER 
 
7:30 am – 9:00 am Networking Breakfast  THE ROYAL BALLROOM  
 

8:30 am – 9:45 am Concurrent Sessions 
• “Music Therapy, Birthday":        SALON A 

Discussing Appropriate Music Therapy Referrals in Hospice Care  

• Lyric Replacement: A Hands on Workshop     SALON B 

• CBMT Recertification 101: Make Your Credits Work for You   SALON C 

• Aphasia Community Chorus:        THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 

Language Rehabilitation Through Choral Singing  

• It's a Generational Thing:        THE STANNARD  

Partnering Across Generations to Transform Music Therapy Careers  
• Community Building Through Music, Art & Movement    CHAPMAN 

            
 
 
 
 
 

	



Saturday, April 21st (Continued) 
 

10:00 am – 11:15 am Concurrent Sessions  
• The Spirit of Collaboration Amongst Music Therapists    SALON A 

• The Student Researcher:        SALON B 

The Future of Music Therapy Education and Professional Collaboration  

• Comparison of Forensic Music Therapy Practice     SALON C 

• Team Rainbow Plus:         THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM  

Becoming an Effective and Ethical LGBTQIA Ally  
• Not Your Average Song Swap:        THE STANNARD 

• Goal Driven Music Interventions for All Ages  
• Become a Better Clinical Improviser in 60 Minutes    CHAPMAN 

 
11:30 pm – 12:45 pm Concurrent Sessions 

• A Box of Chocolates:         SALON A 

Discussing the Importance of Diversity and Inclusion in Music Therapy    

• You Are Qualified! Joining The NER-AMTA BOARD    SALON B  

• Finding Potentials for Collaboration: A Roundtable Discussion About Autism SALON C 

• Community Voices: More than the Music      THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM 

• IDEA, FAPE, LRE and the Alphabet Soup: Understanding the IEP      THE STANNARD  

• The Music is Enough:         CHAPMAN 

Stepping Up Your Interventions and Repertoire for Children     

 
1:00 pm – 1:40 pm Instrument Yard Sale/Craft Fair    THE WESTBROOK FOYER  
 

1:45 pm – 2:00 pm Closing Circle       THE BEACH  
 
2:15 pm – 7:15 pm CMTE Course D (5 CMTE Credits)    FENWICK 

Drum Team Rocks  FREE FOR AMTA MEMBERS 
Bob Bloom/ Master Teaching Artist 
 

2:15 pm – 5:15 pm CMTE Course E (3 CMTE Credits)    EXECUTIVE BOARD ROOM  
Modivational Speaking: A Harmonic-Based Approach to Understanding and Using the Modes 
Adam Sankowski, M.Ed., MT-BC 
 

2:15 pm – 5:15 pm  CMTE Course F (3 CMTE Credits)    THE STANNARD 
Repertoire Builder: Hymns, Gospel and Contemporary Worship Music 
Taryn R. Thomas MA, MT-BC 

 

The above CMTE courses, which are part of, Uniting in Diversity: Bringing Together the Individuals of The Music Therapy Community, the 2018 
conference of the New England Region of the American Music Therapy Association is approved by the Certification Board for Music Therapists 
(CBMT) for 3-5 Continuing Music Therapy Education credits. The AMTA-New England Region P-063 maintains responsibility for program quality 
and adherence to CBMT policies and criteria.  There are no prerequisites required for any of these CMTE courses. 
 
2:15 pm – 4:00 pm Board Meeting               THE LOWER DINNING ROOM	
	 	



CMTE	Presenter	Bios		
	
BOB	BLOOM	MASTER	TEACHING	ARTIST	
Bob	Bloom	is	certified	as	a	“Master	Teaching	Artist”.	He	drummed	and	sang	for	fifteen	years	as	a	performance	
member	of	Dr.	Babatunde	Olatunji’s	music	and	dance	company,	“Drums	of	Passion”.			
	
SUZANNE	B.	HANSER,	EdD,	MT-BC	
Dr.	Suzanne	B.	Hanser	is	Professor	and	Chair	Emerita	of	Music	Therapy	at	Berklee	College	of	Music.	She	
completed	a	post-doctoral	fellowship	in	Geriatric	Psychiatry	at	Stanford	School	of	Medicine,	and	served	as	
Program	Director	of	the	Alzheimer's	Association	(SF	bay	area	chapter),	and	has	published	research	in	this	
specialty.	
	
LISA	KYNVI,	MA,	MT-BC,	LMHC	
Lisa	has	worked	full-time	hospice	for	over	a	decade,	following	ten	years	in	special	education.	She	teaches	at	
Anna	Maria,	and	previously	taught	at	Lesley	for	9	years.	
	
MELISSA	MERCADAL-BROTONS,	PhD,	MT-BC,	SMTAE	
Dr.	Melissa	Mercadal-Brotons	is	Coordinator	of	Research	and	Master	Programs	at	Escola	Superior	de	Musica	
de	Catalunya	in	Barcelona,	Spain.	She	is	an	international	expert	on	music	therapy	and	dementia,	and	has	
published	a	textbook	and	several	research	articles	on	this	topic. 	
	
NIR	SADOVNIK,	MA,	MT-BC,	LCAT		
Nir	Sadovnik	is	a	music	therapy	supervisor	on	an	inpatient	adult	psychiatric	unit	at	Woodhull	Medical	and	
Mental	Health	Center	in	Brooklyn.	He	is	a	faculty	member	in	the	graduate	music	therapy	program	at	NYU,	
where	he	teaches	piano	improvisation,	'Key	Concepts	in	Music	Therapy,'	and	supervises	students	in	the	
program.		
	
ADAM	SANKOWSKI,	MEd,	MT-BC	
Adam	Sankowski,	MEd,	MT-BC	splits	his	work	between	Massachusetts	General	Hospital;	pediatrics	and	
pediatric	oncology,	and	in	the	Boston	Public	School	system;	students	with	a	wide	spectrum	of	special	needs.	
He	just	completed	a	Master	of	Education	in	severe	special	education.		
	
TARYN	R.	THOMAS	MA,	MT-BC	
Taryn	R,	Thomas,	MA,	MT-BC	began	playing	gospel	music	on	piano	and	organ	by	ear.	She	became	interested	in	
the	discipline	of	music	therapy	and	completed	her	MA	in	music	therapy	from	New	York	University	in	2009.	Her	
music	therapy	experience	includes	children	with	developmental	delays,	autism,	geriatric,	and	has	been	
working	in	hospice	since	2012.		
	
ARIEL	WEISSBERGER,	MA,	MT-BC,	LCAT	
Ariel	Weissberger	is	the	owner	of	Berko	Music	Therapy,	a	private	practice	in	New	York	City.	He	is	a	consultant	
for	NYU	Langone	Medical	Center	and	the	Brooklyn	Conservatory	of	Music,	and	is	an	adjunct	professor	at	the	
graduate	music	therapy	program	at	NYU,	where	he	teaches	drums	and	percussion	workshops.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Pre-Conference	CMTE	GIM	Training	Presenter	Bios	
	
LISA	SUMMER	PhD,	LMHC,	MT-BC	
Lisa	Summer	worked	closely	with	Helen	Bonny	and	edited	Bonny’s	collected	works	(Music	and	
Consciousness)	for	Barcelona	Publishers.	Lisa	is	Professor/Director	of	Music	Therapy	at	Anna	Maria	
College,	Director	of	the	Institute	for	Music	and	Consciousness	and	she	conducts	music	&	imagery	
seminars	and	trainings	throughout	the	world	including	ongoing	trainings	in	Seoul	and	Beijing.		

	
SALLY	MCKNIGHT	HARRISON	LMHC,	MT-BC	
Sally	McKnight	Harrison	received	her	training	in	music	and	imagery	from	Dr.	Lisa	Summer	at	the	
Institute	for	Music	and	Consciousness.	She	has	19	years	of	clinical	experience	and	teaches	at	Lesley	
University.	Sally	has	presented	many	times	at	conferences	and	civic	groups	and	is	a	lifelong	musician.		
	
MARY-CARLA	MACDONALD	MA,	MT-BC	
Mary-Carla	MacDonald	completed	her	studies	in	music	&	imagery	with	Dr.	Lisa	Summer	through	the	
Institute	for	Music	and	Consciousness.	She	is	on	the	faculty	at	Lesley	University	and	is	founding	
member	of	Greater	Boston	Music	Therapy	where	she	works	with	a	variety	of	clientele,	using	their	
relationship	with	music	to	realize	their	desired	outcomes.		
	
CHRISTINE	ROUTHIER	MA,	LMHC,	MT-BC		
Christine	Routhier	completed	her	GIM	training	with	Dr.	Lisa	Summer	through	the	Institute	for	Music	
and	Consciousness.	She	has	a	private	psychotherapy	practice	in	Gloucester,	MA	and	is	Senior	Lecturer	
and	Clinical	Supervisor	at	Lesley	University.		
	
  
 
 
 
 


